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Preface
This volume in honour of Maria Macuch brings together twenty-six articles 
by friends and colleagues to celebrate the academic work of the foremost living 
expert of Sasanian law. While the title A Thousand Judgements is obviously in-
spired by Maria Macuch’s seminal edition of the text of the same name, it also 
alludes to the familiar situation in which scholars in the humanities find them-
selves all too often, namely that they have to make reasoned judgements on the 
basis of limited evidence. The subjects covered here include Iranian linguistics 
and philology, Judeo-Persian, Zoroastrian law and religion, Manichaeism, and 
the Babylonian Talmud.

It is a cause of great sadness that a contributor to this book, Yakoov Elman, 
did not live to see the publication of this volume: he died on 30 July 2018 after a 
long illness and will be sorely missed. Yakoov Elman was a great bridge-builder 
between Babylonian Rabbinic and Zoroastrian cultures. Always open for new 
perspectives, he strove to understand the Babylonian Talmud in its historical 
setting of Iranian Zoroastrian civilisation. He and Maria Macuch met for the 
first time in 2003 at the Irano-Judaica conference in Piliscsaba, Hungary, and a 
friendship characterized by mutual esteem grew between the two scholars over 
the years.

The publication of this volume was supported with generous subsidies by the 
Societas Iranologica Europaea, as whose President Maria Macuch served from 
2003 to 2007, by the Corpus Inscriptionum Iranicarum, of which she has been 
a member since 2007, by the Ancient India and Iran Trust, Cambridge, which 
elected her an Honorary Fellow in 2013, and by the European Research Council. 
The editors express their profound thanks to these four organisations. Special 
thanks are due to the publisher, Harrassowitz, particularly to Frau Barbara 
Kraus, for the competent production of this book.

London and Berlin, July 2018	 The Editors
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