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    CHAPTER 1   

    Abstract     The introduction of this book will present the scope of our 
 analysis: the Calabrian region, and the Calabrian mafi a, the ‘ndrangheta. 
It will offer the outline of the book, discuss the choice of the title, and 
explain the rationale of our choices in terms of structure of the chap-
ters and conceptualisation of the phenomena we are going to describe 
and analyse. It will also explain our theoretical approach to mafi a-type 
organised crime as behavioural model and justify it by presenting the main 
approaches to mafi as in Italy and the peculiarities of the Calabrian ‘ndrang-
heta. Finally, the chapter will offer a brief presentation of the geography 
of the Calabrian region.  

  Keywords     ‘Ndrangheta   •   Calabrian Mafi a   •   ‘Ndranghetisation   • 
  ‘Ndranghetism   •   Glocalism  

       In recent years, the mafi a from Calabria has been at the centre of judicial 
interventions all around Italy and beyond. Usually known as the ‘ndrang-
heta and, historically, also as the Honoured Society, the Calabrian mafi a 
has been the object of media interest and scholarly work, at the point 
of redefi ning research and knowledge on (Italian) mafi as more generally. 
Despite its only recent categorisation as a  mafi a , which, under Italian law, 
occurred only in 2010, 1  this mafi a is as old as the Italian state and certainly 
as old as Sicilian Cosa Nostra, its most well-known relative. The debate on 
what constitutes a mafi a, especially in the Italian context is still  ongoing 

 Introduction                     



notwithstanding the longevity of the phenomenon and its literature. The 
term mafi a indicates the prototypical case of criminal structures tran-
scending class divisions and the divide between the illegal and legal (Von 
Lampe  2008 ). As argued by Italian scholars, mafi a groups are those types 
of organised crime groups supported by social prestige and accepted and/
or tolerated by their own communities; they are also capable of infi ltrating 
legal economy and politics (Sciarrone and Storti  2014 ; Sciarrone  2014 ). 
In particular, Sciarrone ( 2011 ) describes mafi as as social forces with the 
power to accumulate and employ social capital; mafi as are social struc-
tures realising  strategic  goals through different types of resources. These 
resources are the control of territory, affi liates, social relationships, and 
intimidation originating from the associative bond, money, and political 
power (Dalla Chiesa  2010 ). Individuals having access to such resources 
can be internal to the mafi a group, or external in a populated “grey area” 
surrounding and strengthening mafi a infl uence (Mete  2011 ; Ciconte 
 2013 ; Dalla Chiesa  2015 ). Within this framework, the ‘ndrangheta is a 
mafi a- type organisation with roots in Calabria, a region in the extreme 
south of Italy, at the “toe” of the peninsula but with clear projections and 
activities outside its birthplace. 

 The purpose of this book is twofold: fi rst, it is an updated outlook on 
the various components that today support the attribution to the ‘ndrang-
heta of the label of “most powerful Italian mafi a” by authorities. This 
primacy is to be found in activities and roles of ‘ndrangheta clans in vari-
ous criminal markets in Italy and around the world. The second purpose 
of this work is to dig deeper in the concept of ‘ndrangheta as a mafi a- 
type organised crime group. This requires looking at the structure of the 
Calabrian clans, their organisational ties, and their movements abroad. 

 According to recent scholarly work the primacy of the ‘ndrangheta can 
be linked to various elements: the ‘ndrangheta is more reliable; it has sub-
stituted Cosa Nostra when the Sicilian mafi a was at the centre of a politi-
cal and media moral panic; it has a more fl exible structure; and it is more 
present outside Calabria than other Italian mafi as. Strategically, politically, 
fi nancially, internationally, and culturally, the Calabrian mafi a has been 
underestimated for a long time, while instead it was accumulating wealth 
and power and was settling outside of regional boundaries (Paoli  1994 ). 
This book wishes to critically unpack the claimed primacy of the ‘ndrang-
heta among the Italian mafi as by focusing on both the structures of the 
clans and on the criminal activities that ensure longevity and wealth to the 
affi liates and their networks. 
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