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 This collection of essays began with the ‘Sea Narratives’ symposium held 
by the Travel and Mobility Studies Network at the University of Warwick, 
Institute of Advanced Study (IAS), in January 2014. Thanks are due to 
the IAS for funding the network from 2012 to 2015, and to co-organisers 
Dr Loredana Polezzi and Dr Tara Puri for their work on the network and 
this event. 

 The original symposium generated highly interesting and engaging 
debate on the topic of Sea Narratives, and established a clear niche for 
a collection on the theme. Three of the six original presenters from the 
conference were able to develop their papers for publication here, and 
they are joined by six additional essays that speak to the themes of the day. 
I would like to thank all of the contributors for their hard work on their 
papers. Thanks also go to Palgrave Macmillan for supporting the publica-
tion, and to the anonymous reviewer whose illustrative feedback helped 
shape the fi nal book. 

 The editor and contributors are grateful for the kind permission of the 
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich; National Library of South Africa; 
and Historical Papers Research Archive, University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, South Africa, for reproduction of images that appear in 
Chaps.   3     and   4    .  
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    CHAPTER 1   

   The sea has its paths too, though water refuses to take and hold marks 
[…] Sea roads are dissolving paths whose passage leaves no trace beyond 
a wake, a brief turbulence astern. 

 Robert Macfarlane (The Old Ways: A Journey on Foot 
(London: Penguin, 2013), p. 88)  

  The wakes of ships and canoes that have crossed it have left no permanent 
mark on its waters. But if we voyaged in a  New 20,000 Leagues Under 
the Sea , looking up to the canopy of the sea’s surface above us and had a 
sort of time-exposure vision, we would fi nd the tracks a closely woven 
tapestry of lines. 

 Greg Dening (‘Performing on the Beaches of the Mind: 
An Essay’,  History and Theory , 41:1 (2002): 1–24, p. 2)   

  Macfarlane’s and Dening’s words signal a sea change in recent criti-
cism. If for many years the sea appeared as a blank space in the cultural 
and critical imagination, then a recent surge of interest has come to 
assert the histories and geographies that re-centre the sea as an active, 
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