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Introduction

Within the broad field of child advocacy a subset of advocates has emerged in
recent years, who focus on using statistical data and scientific evidence to promote
better lives for children. At the same time there are growing numbers of
researchers and scholars who are using statistical data to provide a deeper
understanding of children’s lives. I call the intersection of data, statistics, and
scientific evidence on the one hand and explicit efforts to improve the quality of
life for children on the other hand, as ‘‘Data-Based Child Advocacy,’’ which is the
theme of this publication. As defined here, data-based child advocacy includes any
activity where at least one central component is focused on improving the lives of
children using statistical data. A more complete and detailed description of the
term is offered in Chaps. 2 and 3.

There are four key points I try to make in this publication. First, growing
numbers of individuals and organizations are combining data and advocacy to try
and improve the lives of children. Second, there are many different activities
combining data and advocacy that fit into the data-based child advocacy
framework. Third, the development of data-based child advocacy is closely
connected with several other recent trends. Fourth, combining communication
expertise and data expertise is critical for successful data-based child advocacy.

I suspect much of what I present in this publication is not new to many readers.
Most people who have an interest in this topic are already engaged in some way.
What is new, I believe, is the way material is combined and conceptualized here as
part of a larger framework called data-based child advocacy.

The conceptualization of Data-Based Child Advocacy offered in this publica-
tion provides a framework that will help identify which activities should be
included as part of data-based child advocacy as well as the roles played by data
experts and child advocates. Hopefully, such recognition will facilitate productive
interaction between scholars, researchers, and child advocates and will ultimately
improve the quality of life for children.

I think of advocacy and science as being ends of an activity continuum. At one
end, some advocates pay no attention to data or scientific evidence. At the other
end of the continuum, some scientists pay little attention to the social
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